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Teaching Statement 

Qing Liu, Iowa State University 

As the only genius Albert Einstein said, “Genius is 1% talent and 99% percent hard 

work.” What was remained for the teacher to do was very limited and what the 

teacher can do is to make the students realize that diligence leads to success. In 

line with this argument, my teaching philosophy is that “put enough time on your 

work and it will reward you in the end”. We have seen numerous examples of 

talented students who do not perform well academically. We have also witnessed 

thousands of cases of untalented people who have a fruitful academic career. The 

key is how much time one spent on absorbing and assimilating the 

incomprehensible lecture, on doing tedious assignments and on solving enigmatic 

problem sets.  

I had several enriching and enlightening teaching experiences during my graduate 

studies both back in Peking University and here in Iowa State University, which 

makes me eligible and comfortable for teaching any undergraduate courses like 

Macro-or-Micro economics and graduate courses such as Macroeconomics. These 

experiences range from stand-alone teaching to distance teaching, from personal 

instructing to recitation leading, from assigning homework and exams questions to 

proctoring, grading, etc.  

During my graduate study in Peking University, I had the opportunity of doing 

stand-alone teaching in Microeconomics. The students in my class are a diversity 

body of people composed of both full-time and part-time students. Considering the 

diversity of the group in my class, I tried my best to impart the knowledge to them 

by use of graphs and examples, which can help illustrate the message behind the 

confusing and perplexing formulas and equations. Esp. for in-job students, they 

spend their weekend with me to broaden their horizons and enrich their minds. It 

is my duty to guarantee their hard working is getting rewarded. Sure! It is not 

always easy to deal with many students with diverse backgrounds. But it is my 

obligation to inspire them to confront with the challenges in their life and squeeze 

time in the sponge to broaden their knowledge and thus provide new possibilities 

in their career development. I always encourage students by saying that “In 

retrospect, those days of suffering makes the best of you today.” 
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As a result of the diversity of students, I had to employ online teaching sporadically, 

too. Distance teaching is hard because of the inaccessibility to the use of body 

language and whiteboard demonstration. Distance learning is even more difficult 

because of the lack of face-to-face communication with instructors. I try to make 

the PowerPoint slides easily understandable and try to illustrate each point with 

vivid graphs or documents with sounds or underscores under the key messages. I 

adhere to the doctrine that hardworking pays off. Therefore, I will assign enough 

problem sets to students so that they could grasp and fully comprehend what I 

want to convey in the lecture by solving problem sets.  

Also, during my Ph.D. study, I have the obligation to hold office hours when I can 

have face-to-face talk with students. Consequently, I can see the problems where 

the students are usually stuck, and why, which in turn can benefit me in leading the 

recitation. The reason is I could exactly know what the students think and how they 

solve the problem before reviewing the questions together with the class.  Along 

the process, as a Chinese foreigner my communication skills with students from 

various cultures also improves. Now things are tremendously changed because of 

Covid-19, the unprecedented pandemic we are experiencing today. Due to the 

obligation of keeping social distance, I am switching to the safe and convenient 

online meetings to help students walk through the problems they encountered. A 

new experience but probably inevitable in my future work if this pandemic keeps 

surrounding us! Besides, sometimes I need to assign the problem sets to students, 

proctor and grade the exams. I tend to be strict with students in the process of 

proctoring and grading because the students who put more efforts on their 

studying should be rewarded more. 

Again, I am passionate with teaching and living a better life. And I hope what I have 

taught in class can be applied to our daily lives or at least, can benefit us in 

understanding what we have experienced and witnessed in the fast-changing 

versatile world. In summary, I have the experience of teaching a variety of classes 

in a variety of ways; I have the enthusiasm of imparting the expertise I acquired to 

students who are passionate; I would like to put enough time on comprehending 

student’s concerns and on doing basic work day-by-day. As is said, “where there is 

a will, there is a way”. Practice and days of hard work brings the best version of us! 

 


